
Year 10 and 11 Geography Trip to Switzerland 
 
 
Day 1 
 
After landing at Geneva International Airport and meeting coach driver Thierry we began to 
make our way to our hotel in the town of Leysin, a hidden gem tucked away within the 
mountains.  We stopped en-route to take in the phenomenal views of Lake Geneva.  After 
many selfies and group pictures on every social media platform possible we got back on the 
bus to continue our journey. To their credit, many students took this opportunity to take in the 
scenery as we drove along winding mountain roads and through picturesque towns.   
 
Upon arriving at the hotel students were allocated their rooms which got their immediate seal 
of approval. Alpine chalet style bunks with a view of the mountains – that will do!  The food 
was delicious and each night there was a buffet with a wide range of food to choose from.  On 
the first night we had the option of chicken and chips, not quite the Swiss cuisine the students 
were expecting but they were very happy with the endless choice of desserts. 
 
Day 2  
 
On the second day we had an early start as we were travelling to Chamonix to visit the Aiguille 
du Midi, Mer du Glace.  It was a 2-hour coach journey to the French town and students were 
very surprised at the lack of hard border between the two countries.  As we entered Chamonix 
we could see many people skiing down the slopes and paragliders that were so small they 
could have been mistaken for birds!  Our trip to Aiguille du Midi overlooking the Mer de Glace 
would mean not one but two hair raising cable car rides.  There was a lot of shrieking and 
some hand holding (clenching) but the view at the top was certainly worth the ear popping 
journey.  From its height of 3,777m, the Aiguille du Midi and its laid-out terraces offer a 360° 
view of all the French, Swiss and Italian Alps. A lift brings you to the summit terrace at 3,842m, 
where you will have a clear view of Mont Blanc.  Those who were brave enough were also 
given the opportunity to walk along the glass floor and have their picture taken in a glass box 
suspended thousands of feet above the ground.  They also got to wear very fashionable 
slippers to ensure there was no damage caused.  On our descent down the mountain in the 
cable cars we witnessed many people not only skiing but climbing the ice rock face with very 
little safety gear.  We decided that watching them do this from the cable car was thrilling 
enough! 
 
After a quick break for lunch took the funicular railway from Chamonix to Montenveners where 
we would be visiting the famous ice grotto.  Students were amazed at how steep the track was 
and how breath-taking the scenery was.  At Montenveners a small cable car allows visitors to 
descend from the train station onto the Mer de Glace glacier where they can enter a manmade 
ice grotto. The ice grotto is cut into the living glacier and has to be dug out every summer since 
the glacier moves about 70m every year.  After the cable car only one small thing stood 
between us and the ice grotto – 430 steps!  Once we had made our way down there and began 
to walk through the ice tunnel we felt like we were extra’s in Disney’s Frozen 2.  Once we had 
hiked back up we made the journey back to Chamonix to make the coach journey back to 
Leysin – just in time for some of the lads to stream the Leeds game which by the sound of 
their cheering appeared to go well! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 3 
 
On day 3 of our trip our excursions took us to the largest salt mine in Switzerland and to the 
Lac de Soutterain, the largest underground lake in Europe.  The Bex salt mines were first 
discovered in the 15th century and are still mined to this day. After our introduction from our 
guide at the salt mine we were told that we would be travelling 400 metres beneath the ground 
via train, a journey that lasted just over 10 minutes.  Once we arrived at the deepest section 
of the mine our guide began to explain to us how vital salt once was for this region, describing 
it as ‘liquid gold’ – not just good for putting on your fish and chips! 
 
We were told about how life was in the mines for the workers and got to sample fantastic 
salted caramel fudge before beginning our journey back to the surface and sunlight!   In the 
evening we had some free time in Leysin village before returning to our hotel.  Of course we 
expected students to go out and sample the local cuisine and culture so we were slightly 
surprised when a group came back armed with kebabs and pizza!  
 
Day 4 
 
On the morning of our final day in Switzerland we took our last cable car trip to Berneuse 
viewpoint to take in the scenery of Leysin and beyond.  While we were taking full advantage 
of the photo opportunities we managed to watch a ski class that was commencing.  Some 
students were slightly disappointed to see that the primary ages skiers showed more poise 
than us and we were just trying to stay standing!   After checking out of our hotel we travelled 
to the Maison Cailler, home of the famous chocolate. The tour explained the journey involved 
in chocolate making, the production line were the chocolates were made and the best part – 
the tasting room!  After the tour we took full advantage of the time we had to peruse the gift 
shop, which I’m sure definitely weighed down the bags on the way home. 
 
Next stop on our final day was the idyllic, medieval town of Gruyeres, home to the famous 
cheese.  Students were given free time to walk around the town, see the Chateau de Gruyeres 
and to sample some of the local cuisine. We then had a short walk to the Maison de Gruyeres, 
a cheese factory and museum. Here we learned about how the famous cheese way made and 
how it was stored for different lengths of time to affect the taste and maturity. Students were 
given samples of cheese which had different maturity levels to take with them which some of 
them swiftly offloaded to members of staff.  Apparently they weren’t as bothered about 
sampling the cheese as they were the chocolate at Maison Cailler! 
 
Unfortunately, our trip was coming to an end and the next stop on our bus journey was Geneva 
airport where we said goodbye to our lovely driver Thierry.  Once we had checked in and got 
a bite to eat we found out that our plane was slightly delayed.  However, this delay did lead to 
some of our staff and students meeting Greg James, the Radio 1 DJ who gladly posed for a 
picture with them and asked them about their trip – bonus!  We eventually made it back to 
Morley shortly after 1am where parents and carers were eagerly waiting to pick the students 
up (and get their presents of chocolate and cheese!). 
 
The students were an absolute credit to the academy throughout the trip and each place we 
visited spoke very highly of their behaviour and manners.  Hopefully this trip has inspired our 
students to see more of the world and learn about other countries human and physical 
geography.  Some students may even be keen to be part of our next trip to wherever we go – 
maybe somewhere nice and warm? 
 
Mrs Robinson 
Teacher of Geography 
 


