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ARY/as 
 
November 18 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I am delighted to write to you with some important information following our first half term of the 
2018-2019 academic year.  
 
As many of you will be aware, Mrs Leanne Griffiths, my predecessor as Principal at The Morley 
Academy, was nominated for the Headteacher of the Year in a Secondary School as part of the 
Pearson Teaching Awards. Following the judging process, I am delighted to inform you that on 
Sunday 21 October 2018, Mrs Griffiths was presented with the gold award and is now the National 
Headteacher of the Year in a Secondary School. I am sure you will all join me in congratulating 
Mrs Griffiths and recognising the hard work and determination which has led to her achieving 
such a prestigious award. I know that Mrs Griffiths will be the first to pay tribute to the dedicated 
members of staff here at The Morley Academy for the part they have played in her success as 
well as the exceptional work of our students.  
 
During the first half term of the year we had several opportunities for students to take part in 
curriculum enrichment activities which included visits to The Houses of Parliament, Art Galleries 
in Manchester, Whitby Abbey, a French restaurant, Operating Live and our Drama trip to the West 
End in London. All visits have provided students with valuable opportunities to develop their 
knowledge and understanding of key subject content as well as allowing them to have time to 
debate and discuss ideas with each other.  
 
Our Senior Choir also represented the academy at the Remembrance Services which took place 
in Morley over the course of Remembrance weekend. Their renditions of ‘We will Remember 
Them’ and ‘Drop, Drop, Slow Tears’ were incredibly moving as well as being highly impressive in 
terms of their performance. The students representing the academy later placed remembrance 
crosses in the flower beds at the Town Hall. On Sunday 11 November, our Head Boy and Head 
Girl laid a wreath at the Cenotaph in Morley on behalf of all students and members of staff at The 
Morley Academy.  
 
Our students have also taken part in a range of sporting activities. We remain extremely proud of 
our achievements outside of the classroom as our students represent the academy in a range of 
sports including netball, football, rugby, athletics and rowing. A number of students from The 
Morley Academy have competed recently in our GORSE Rowing Trials. The GORSE Academies 
Trust will be taking a team of elite rowers from across all of our secondary schools to the British 
Indoor Rowing Championships in London. I am sure you will join me in wishing our rowers all the 
very best of luck and hope that they will be selected to represent the Trust in this fantastic event. 
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So far, I am pleased to report that standards of attendance have remained very high across the 
academy with an average attendance of 96.2%. This is significantly above that found in other 
schools in Leeds and nationally.  I would like to thank you for your support in ensuring that your 
child attends school every day. As you will already be aware, there is a very clear and direct link 
between those students who attend school the most, and the positive impact this has on their 
learning and achievement. Having excellent attendance is an essential part of being a highly 
successful student. Therefore, please can you ensure that any appointments are made outside 
of school hours. In addition to this, I will not be authorising any holidays taken during term time. 
 
In closing, I would like to thank you again for all of your support so far this year and for your 
continued support over the rest of the academic year.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mr Adam Ryder 
Principal 
 
 
 
 

 
 


