
  
Executive Principal: Secondary Education: Mrs L Griffiths BSc (Hons) NPQH                                  Chief Executive Officer:  
Associate Principal: Mrs S Hook BSc (Hons)             Sir John Townsley BA (Hons) NPQH  
Chair of Governors: Mrs K Lawson   
 
 

 
 
 
 
Fountain Street, Morley, Leeds, LS27 0PD 
T 0113 253 2952 F 0113 253 1483 
E info@morley.leeds.sch.uk 
W www.morley.leeds.sch.uk   

July 2018 
 
Dear Parent/Carer  
 
As this term draws to a close we wanted to write to share some of the highlights of a wonderful year 
at The Morley Academy and also to confirm the arrangements for the final days of this academic year 
and the start of the new year.  
 
We continue to be very proud of the participation rates from students within extra-curricular activities; 
it is fantastic to see so many young people involved in our programme week after week.  Furthermore, 
we have had some tremendous sporting successes this year; most recently our performance within 
the GORSE Games which is a Trust competition, and involves students in Year 7, 8 and 9 competing 
in football, table tennis, rowing, volleyball and athletics was phenomenal. It is fair to say that The 
Morley Academy and The Ruth Gorse Academy have been in tough competition with each other all 
year! Once all the points from each event were totalled, The Morley Academy finished the competition 
in a very close second place and we are looking forward to celebrating the students’ successes at the 
presentation evening.  
 
The academy’s athletics teams have also gone from strength to strength and their successes to date 
are immense. As a result of their commitment, the junior boys’ and the intermediate girls’ athletics 
teams have been crowned both Leeds City and ESAA (English Schools Athletics Association) track 
and field regional champions. The junior boys’ sporting successes places them in 93rd position 
nationally (top 1.5% of schools) and 23rd position in the North of England whereas the intermediate 
girls’ successes place them in 59th position nationally (top 1% of schools) and ranked 13th position in 
the North of England, both of which are incredible achievements. We would like to thank the students 
and the PE Colleagues for their inspiring dedication and we look forward to celebrating the vast 
sporting achievements of our students at the Sports Presentation Evening on Monday 23 July.   
 
By the end of this academic year 64 of our Year 9 students will have achieved the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Bronze Award which is a fantastic achievement and we would like to congratulate all participants; their 
determination and resilience is deserving of commendation and we look forward to supporting our 
students to complete their Silver award as they make their transition into Year 10. We are delighted 
to have received expressions of interest from 94 Year 8 students who would like to participate in this 
challenging programme next year and we would like to thank Mr Hayward and Mrs Bettison for their 
huge investment of time and meticulous planning and organisation; we are incredibly excited by the 
pace at which this renowned youth awards programme has developed. 
 
We would also like to acknowledge the lengths that our Curriculum Leaders and colleagues within 
curriculum teams have gone to in order to ensure that the programmes of study delivered across the 
curriculum are as interesting and engaging as possible. Offsite activities have included: geographical 
studies at The Great Yorkshire Show and Holderness Coast, historical tours of the Temple Newsam 
estate, Art trips to the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Performing Arts visits to London and English 
examination preparation sessions at the York Dungeons to name but a few. Further afield, our 
students have also been provided with the opportunity to travel abroad on foreign excursions to 
Iceland, Krakow and Malaga! As always our students have seized these exciting opportunities and 
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they have continued to behave impeccably, adhering to our high standards whilst immersing 
themselves in the innovative learning activities on offer.   
 
It is impossible to name all that has been accomplished this year but we hope you get a sense of the 
pride we have for the incredible work of all members of our community.  Our students take an active 
role with the leadership of the academy and three of our students recently represented The Morley 
Academy at the World Class Schools Symposium held at Elizabeth Garrett Anderson School in 
London.  The Prefect and Student Executive Team have also had a busy year and we are aware they 
are eagerly anticipating the completion of the new Library, which will be known as ‘The Lawson 
Library’ in honour of the work of our formidable Chair of Governors, Karen Lawson, when the Library 
opens in September. Many of the original features of the Lawson Library will have been brought back 
to life and this will be a wonderful space for students to immerse themselves in texts of their choosing 
for many years to come.  The Morley Academy has also benefitted extensively from the generosity of 
time and the expertise of Terry Elliott who was, for many years, the Chair of Governors and is now 
Chair of the Board for The GORSE Academies Trust.  In recognition of his dedication and the immense 
impact of his work we are delighted to share with you that the Old Grammar School Building will be 
re-named ‘The Terry Elliott Building’ from September 2018.  The final phase of the project, which will 
see students having access to brand new classrooms on the ground floor via sympathetically widened 
corridors, will be completed in October and we will, of course, continue to update you as the new 
academic year commences.   
 
Very recently we were contacted by a member of our student alumni who is now studying at the 
London School of Economics and he is representing the London-based charity Hope for Children 
which works to improve the healthcare, wellbeing and educational opportunities of children worldwide 
(https://www.hope-for-children.org/our-story). This student is about to embark on an expedition to 
Mount Everest Base Camp in order to raise further funds and, after careful consideration, we would 
like to offer our support. We are, therefore, inviting all students to wear non- uniform on Friday 
20 July and we are politely requesting that students donate at least £1.00 to help raise funds 
for this charitable organisation. We have also arranged for this inspirational student to visit the 
academy over the course of the next academic year to speak to our students about the challenges 
that he initially faced studying for his GCSEs and A Level examinations and the approaches that he 
adopted in order to achieve his phenomenal academic successes to date.  
 
One of the most awaited results of the academic year is which House has been successful in winning 
the House Trophy.  The results of this year’s competition will be revealed to students in the final 
assemblies of the year which are taking place on Tuesday 24 July. As a reward it has been decided, 
at the request of the student voice, that students in the winning house will also be able to wear non-
uniform, ideally featuring their house colour, on the final day of term, Wednesday 25 July.  The 
school day will finish at 12.30pm on this day and sandwiches will be available in the Wharton 
Dining Hall for any student who wishes to have lunch before they depart; please contact your child’s 
Student Performance Leader if your child wishes to remain with us for lunch.  
 
As we have already mentioned we will be continuing the renovation of the Old Grammar School 
building over the summer holidays and therefore access to the academy site is strictly prohibited, 
however, the academy will be open for GCSE results day on Thursday 23 August where students 
wishing to collect their GCSE results can do so from 10am in the Main Hall.  A team of colleagues will 
be on hand to support students in completing the enrolment process for their chosen provider.  
Students wishing to enrol at Elliott Hudson College will be able to complete this process onsite at The 
Morley Academy with expert professionals employed by the college. Parents are welcome to attend 
with their son or daughter. 



 
  

 
3 

Fountain Street, Morley, Leeds, LS27 0PD 
T 0113 253 2952 F 0113 253 1483 

E info@morley.leeds.sch.uk  |  W www.morley.leeds.sch.uk 

 
As always we continue to evaluate and amend our policies and procedures each year. Our Positive 
Discipline Policy will be further refined and uploaded onto the academy website ahead of the Autumn 
term and we will remind all students of our expectations on their first day back in September. Please 
be aware that full details surrounding the academy’s expectations in respect of uniform for 2018-19 
can be found on the academy’s website. We would like to reinforce that ‘tailored’ black or charcoal 
grey trousers (no leggings or jeans) must be worn, belts must be plain black, bags must be a suitable 
size to carry A4 books and folders and shoes must be plain black leather shoes, or black leather-look 
shoes that fit below the ankle. Hairstyles should not reflect the ‘extremes of youth culture’ and hair 
should be cut no shorter than a Number 2 Grade.  
 
Finally, we would like to remind you that there has been no change to the permissions that the 
Principal is allowed to grant in respect of the school attendance regulations.  We are therefore, unable 
to grant extended leave, including for holidays. It is important to point out that a fixed penalty fine of 
£60 will be issued to parents who take their child out of the academy for a holiday of more than 5 days 
during term time.  Irregular attendance of more than 5 days per term can also incur a fixed penalty 
fine.  In such cases notification of a potential fine will be issued to parents.  Please also be aware that 
95% attendance is the minimum expectation as set out by the DfE. This, therefore, is an opportune 
time to remind you of the term and holiday dates for the 2018/19 academic year: 
 

HOLIDAY SCHOOLS CLOSE SCHOOLS OPEN 
Summer --- Monday 3 September 2018 
Autumn mid-term Friday 26 October 2018 Monday 5 November 2018 
Christmas Friday 21 December 2018 Monday 7 January 2019 
Spring mid-term Friday 15 February 2019 Monday 25 February 2019 
Easter  Friday 29 March 2019 Monday 15 April 2019 
May Bank Holiday Friday 3 May 2019 Tuesday 7 May 2019 
Summer mid-term Friday 24 May 2019 Monday 3 June 2019 
Summer Wednesday 24 July 2019 --- 
Training day 1 – Monday 3 September 2018,  Training day 2 –  Tuesday 4 September 2018 
Training day 3 – Friday 23 November 2018, Training day 4 – Friday 22 March 2019,  
Training day 5 – Wednesday 26 June 2019.  

 
The academy re-opens to students on Wednesday 5 September: Year 7 are due into the academy 
for 8.40am, Year 8 for 9.30am, Year 9 for 10.10am, Year 10 for 11.15am and Year 11 for 11.50am.  
Form Tutors will be waiting to greet students in the Sports Hall prior to a year group assembly.   
 
In the meantime, we wish you and your family a happy, restful summer and we look forward to working 
with you again in the new academic year. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 

                 
Mrs S Hook    Mrs L Griffiths 
Associate Principal   Executive Principal  


